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Purpose
When considering a career of interest, you will need to know everything about this job to be absolutely
sure it’s right for you. So, what do you need to know? I would say, to begin, you will need to know 5 key
things (note -- this is the introduction to the assignment that explains why you need to do it and what
you will learn -- the actual questions start on page 3):

● What would you really be doing every day in this job and where would you be doing it?

● What are the employment opportunities here in Oregon? For example, look at any hospital
and you will see hundreds of nursing assistants, but only a few people operating an MRI machine.
If you want to be the technician running the MRI machine, you are going to have to compete hard
for that job and there will only be a few places in town you can work. If you are planning to move,
you need to look in that area.

● How much can you really earn? Again, national statistics don’t matter to your personal life. If
you are going to live in Oregon, then look up Oregon’s wages. If you are planning to move, then
choose the state you want to move to.

● What education, training, licensure, certification, or other qualifications are required? You
guessed it -- this can vary from state to state. Choose the state where you plan to work.

● Where can you get the education and training you need? Finally, Oregon has problems
providing enough training and education opportunities to meet the demand of people who want to
enter certain fields -- programs can be extremely competitive! Are you willing to study somewhere
else if it helps you? Consider that carefully.
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How to Do This Assignment

To complete this assignment, you will need to use various sources. You will also need to put a link or a
reference to each source you use. Please keep track. You may cut and paste information (like salary
range or other data) from your sources, but in the last two questions, you need to write in your own
voice.

● Make a copy of this Google Doc to record your answers and turn in a copy to D2L
Assignments on Wednesday of Week 4. It’s okay if you delete all pages that cover the
purpose and how to do this assignment.

You need to use three of these sources below:
● Oregon Career Information System,
● O-NET,
● Quality Info
● Occupational Outlook for Healthcare

Occupations
● Healthcare Programs at PCC
● PCC Career Exploration Services

● PCC Library: Your Career Development
● CandidCareer.com (login with username

portlandcommcoll and password career)
● Week 1 Lesson 3: Career Clusters and

Work Environments, links to PCC
programs

Criteria for Success

Criteria Meets Approaching Not Yet No Evidence

Complete
On time

4 points
All questions have clear and
complete information.
On-time.

3.25 points
One or two answers
are missed. On-time.

2.75 points
3-5 answers are
missed or the
assignment is late.

0 points
6 or more answers are
missed or the assignment
was not turned in.

Sources 2 points
Three sources were used and
documented.

1.5 points
2 sources were used
and documented

1 point
One source was
used and
documented

0 points
Sources are not documented
or the assignment was not
turned in.

Paragraph
questions 1
and 2 (at the
end)

4 points
Paragraphs are
well-developed.

Offers honest reflection on the
research, demonstrating
integration of information.
Notes any gaps in
understanding, or confirms a
full awareness of the career
path chosen.

Honest acknowledgment of
barriers: interpersonal or
systemic issues, some of
which may be outside of their
ability to control.

3.25 points
Paragraphs are
lacking explanations
and may be short.

Offers some reflection,
but it is generalized
and not very personal.

Acknowledges general
issues, but does not
demonstrate
self-awareness, social
awareness, or
awareness of real
systemic barriers.

2.75 points
Not answered in
paragraph format.

Reflection is very
limited and
impersonal.

Does not seriously
consider
self-awareness,
social awareness,
or awareness of
real systemic
barriers.

0 points

No answers are given or
answers for these are copied.
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https://www.pcc.edu/resources/careers/oregon-cis.html
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://www.qualityinfo.org/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/home.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/home.htm
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/health-care-programs.html
https://www.pcc.edu/resources/careers/career-exploration/
https://guides.pcc.edu/c.php?g=279001&p=3205908
https://www.candidcareer.com/
https://online.pcc.edu/d2l/le/content/381558/viewContent/8055010/View
https://online.pcc.edu/d2l/le/content/381558/viewContent/8055010/View


After following the suggestions for researching occupational/educational options using the Oregon
Career Information System, and other resources, fill out the following information. When you type in
the text boxes they will expand.

General Career Information

Title of Career:

Work Description (what are the daily tasks):

Skills or Special Personal Characteristics: (e.g. good oral and written communication skills, the
ability to work alone and as part of a team or high ethical standards.)

Working Environment (hospital, clinic, in-home?):

Related Occupations:

Employment Opportunities and Salary

Average Salary for Oregon (or state where you will work -- please clarify):

Employment Outlook in Oregon: How many jobs are available and are the numbers increasing or
decreasing (faster, average, weaker):

Education and Training

2 -3 Schools that have educational programs that lead to this career, underline the 1 program you
are most interested in:
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Length of the program you are most interested in:

What prerequisite classes would you need to apply to your first-choice program? (Check the
adviving guide or admissions guide)

List other requirements needed or helpful for the application (experience, recommendations,
transcripts, etc.)

Does this career require certification or licensure, such as a National Certificate Exam from AAMA
(American Association of Medical Assistants for Medical Assistant), and if yes, what are they?

Sources

Finally, list the resources you used to find your information – You need to list a minimum of three.
You may copy and paste the URL.

Sources

Conclusion

1. Please write a paragraph (about 3-5 sentences) describing any surprises you had in researching
this career path:

2. Please write a paragraph (3-5 sentences) describing the specific aspects of being in this career (or
getting into it) that could be a problem for you:
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