
Women’s Studies Assessment ’17-’18 -- Appendices 

Narrative: 

The WS SAC has focused assessment efforts on WS101 because its high enrollment 

engages the largest number of students across campuses. Women’s Studies offers 7 sections 

of WS101 per quarter: two at Sylvania, one at Rock Creek, one at Southeast, one at 

Cascade, and two on-line courses. Women’s Studies is an interdisciplinary field that is 

enriched by a breadth of theoretical perspectives. The diverse pedagogical approaches that 

are employed by our faculty members prompted the SAC to develop a uniform assignment 

to consistently assess core outcomes at PCC. 

The 2017-18 assessment strategy centered on a self-report measure intended to 

capture growth and self-analysis. During the first week of the Spring term all the students 

were given a writing prompt that stated “Does social justice connect to your life? how do 

racism, sexism, classism, homophobia and other oppressions connect to your life? Please 

write 6-8 sentences." These responses were NOT part of the assessment analysis, we did not 

use a pre-post test model this year. The purpose of this initial assignment was to set a self-

reflection baseline that the students could think about later on in the term. During week 10 

we asked the students to think back to their original responses, and assigned a written 

reflection that used the following prompts: 

1. How do your behaviors and actions impact the people around you and the society 

at large? (4-6 sentences) 

2. Have your personal beliefs and values changed over the course of the term?  If so, 

how? If not, how have class discussion and reading affected your thinking? (4-6 sentences) 

3.  What are some of the areas you’d like to get better at? Where do you need to 

grow? How are you planning on checking up on yourself?  (4-6 sentences) 

These prompts were designed to align with the course outcomes as well as the PCC 

self-reflection core outcome. For reference, this is how the Women’s Studies SAC has 

interpreted the core outcome of self-reflection: “capacity to reflect on own social location 

and participation/resistance to systems of domination and oppression.”   

We received responses from 65% of the students that were originally registered for 

the course at the beginning of the term. The response rate varied significantly between 

different instructors, ranging from 6% to 95%. We have identified some of the barriers to 

participation and expect to make improvements for the coming year, including paper vs 

digital formats to accommodate the students’ preferred methodology.  

We met in person to review artifacts and engage in norming to determine inter-rater 

reliability. Each faculty member then rated anonymous artifacts independently, then we 

discussed differences in rating until we came to a mutual understanding of how to apply the 

rubric. We later rated the artifacts independently. We assessed each student as a whole, a 

rating to represent the combination and analysis of the responses on each of the 3 prompts.  

The general results of the 2017-18 assessment project are as follows. We received a 

total of 116 artifacts. We then worked with a sample size of 90, at a 95% confidence 

interval. The results are consistent with the level of self-reflection expected of students at 

this stage. 60% of the students were rated to be at level-1 of self-reflection, 30% were at 

level 2, and 10% were at level 3. We are satisfied with the level of self-reflection achieved 



by the majority of students. The results match the expected outcomes for students at this 

level. 

We are satisfied with the results and will continue to make improvements to the 

writing prompts and the way the assignment is disseminated.  

 

 

Appendices: 

PCC Core Outcome: Self-Reflection 

Reflect on Self 

• Appraise own skills and abilities. 

• Set well-defined goals, monitor progress, and motivate self. 

• Examine personal beliefs and measure them against the beliefs of others. 

• Understand self as part of larger community. 

• Be accountable for actions and their impact on others. 

• Respect individual rights and the dignity of others. 

• Appreciate and reflect on new ideas in a spirit of open interaction. 

• Seek and acquire information and knowledge to achieve academic, career, and personal 

success as a lifelong learner. 

Respond to Others 

• Respect the beliefs of others. 

• Be protective of the safety of others. 

• Transfer personal skills and imagination to varying settings, including individual and 

group. 

• Apply appropriate techniques for exploring and/or resolving conflicts and dealing with 

differences in a variety of settings. 

• Understand the role of humor and empathy in human interactions. 

• Respond to community issues and contribute to the community. 

 

Rating rubric: 

 

We utilized the PCC levels and sample indicators as our rubric for rating the artifacts.  

 

Sample Indicators 

Level 1 

Limited demonstration or 

application of knowledge and 

skills 

Objectively and accurately identify personal interests, 

knowledge and skills needed for or gained from a course or 

learning experience. 

Consciously affirm their own values while respecting other 

points of view. 



 

 

 

 

Level 2 

Basic demonstration and 

application of knowledge and 

skills. 

Willingly examine personal beliefs and values within the context 

of a learning experience. 

Be accountable for own actions and recognize their impact on 

others. 

Level 3 

Demonstrates comprehension 

and is able to apply essential 

knowledge and skill. 

Articulate the value and meaning of the learning experience. 

Demonstrate awareness of how personal behaviors align with 

socially responsible values. 

Level 4 

Demonstrates thorough, 

effective and/or sophisticated 

application of knowledge and 

skills. 

Use self-appraisal to set well-defined goals, modify personal 

behavior and as motivation toward goal achievement. 

Demonstrate ethical awareness and empathy in dealing with 

differences and resolving conflict. 


