
Appendix A Written Report:  Learning Assessment for ABE Math Winter 2016-2017 

The ABE Math Committee is composed of 5 Math instructors recruited from the 4 

comprehensive campuses. The committee started the project in fall 2016 and ended in spring 

2017. 

Our goal was to work on Critical thinking and Problem Solving in Math for Levels 456 
students. The committee wanted to find out information about how PCC ABE/GED 
students across the district perform in critical thinking and problem solving in the GED 
Math Official test. We also wanted to look at strengths and weaknesses of students and 
focus on what useful information we can glean from the GED Math test. 
 
We will use Oregon Learning Standards benchmarks for levels 4, 5 and 6, revisit our 
CCOGs, consider commonly missed Math questions in the GED.com report of August 2014 
and collect historical data from GED 2014 to 2016. We will utilize winter 2016 data on all 
test takers as our baseline.  
 

A sample of 66 ABE/GED students who took the Official GED Math test from 2014-2016 from 

PCC across the district were included in the assessment. Student scores range from 127-182 

(Appendix A). Analysis based on the most missed items from the GED2014 test released in 

August 2014 by GEDTS (Appendix B) was utilized. Ranking of most missed items by PCC ABE 

students (Appendix C) showed top 5 areas which instructors need to concentrate their teaching 

on. 

Takeaways from the Assessment include: 

✓ There is no average ABE student; our students are multi-generational 

✓ Our students have no solid math foundations 

✓ Some of our students have grit, tenacity 

✓ Some students develop trust and confidence while attending our ABE classes 

✓ Real instruction happening in the classroom 

✓ Diverse learning styles /learners 

✓ What are student goals: is it merely to get their GED? 

✓ Student mind set is to learn and/or go to college 

✓ How do students attack word/story problems 

✓ Review computations/applications 

✓ Develop a Math vocabulary development class for low level and/or non-native speakers 

as a support service  

✓ Encourage students to try ALEKS to either gain or improve math skills 

 



 

Appendix B Scores of PCC ABE Students* who took the Official GED Math Test from 2014-2016 

Score N  % 

127 1 2% 

140-144 2 3% 

145-149 4 6% 

150-154 19 28% 

155-159 17 26% 

160-164 11 17% 

165-169 8 12% 

170-174 2 3% 

175-179 0 0 

180-184 2 3% 

Total                    66     100% 

A great number of students (95%) passed the Official GED Math Test which is rewarding for 

instructors to know. Of the 66 students, only 5% did not meet the passing score of 145.  

54% of the students attained a score between 150-159 which is a reasonable cutoff knowing 

that 200 is the highest possible score in the Official GED Math test.  

The table presents a good distribution of scores of our ABE students even though they struggle 

with some areas (quantitative reasoning, algebraic reasoning and mathematical practice and 

content). 

 

 

  

 

*district wide 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix C: Top 5 Missed Items of PCC ABE Math Students based on GED 2014 GED Math 

Official Test 

1. Quantitative reasoning: Solve two-step, arithmetic, real world problem solving 

percent’s. Examples include but are not limited to simple interest, tax, mark ups and 

markdowns, gratuities and commissions, percent increase and decrease. (68%) 

 

2. Algebraic Reasoning: Locate points in the coordinate plane. (35%) 

 

 

3. Mathematical Practice and Content Interaction (search and recognize entry points for 

solving a problem) and Algebraic reasoning: Solve one-variable quadratic equations 

with real solutions, using any appropriate method. (24%) 

 

4. Quantitative Reasoning: Compute the perimeter and area of polygons. Find side lengths 

of a polygon when given the perimeter or area. (23%) 

 

 

5. Quantitative Reasoning: Use scale factors to determine the magnitude of size change. 

Convert between actual drawings and scale drawings. (18%) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


