
 
 
 
 

Anthropology Pre-Survey Part I 
 

The following surveys are being administered by your instructor the first and last weeks of class.  They are meant to help the 
college and the Anthropology Department assess students’ understanding of community and environmental responsibility and 
their ability to self-reflect upon entering and leaving all 100-level Anthropology sections during Winter Term 2017.  Please 
answer each question with sincerity, and without assistance.   
 
Directions for using Scantron:  On Side 1 (front side), in the NAME space write “Community and Environmental Responsibility.”  
In the SUBJECT space write in your course number (ex. ATH 101).   
 
DO NOT PROVIDE YOUR ACTUAL NAME OR OTHER PERSONAL INFORMATION. 

 
 

Answer the following questions by marking (A) for True or (B) for False. 
 

1. Foraging cultures place more strain on natural resources than agricultural ones. 

2. Global climate change has never happened before. 

3. All human societies use culture to adapt to their environment. 

4. First World countries are more evolved than Third World ones. 

5. Because of culture, humans no longer have to adapt biologically to their environment. 

6. The remains of prehistoric people often become "a bone of contention" between scientists and Native groups. 

7. The Indian activists at Standing Rock are hurting the rest of America and interfering with social progress. 

8. It is the responsibility of all anthropologists to advocate politically for the people they study. 

9. Rapid culture change is a consequence of Globalization. 

10. Humans are the only species that makes and uses tools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please proceed to Part II (on back):  TURN YOUR SCANTRON OVER 



 
 
 

Anthropology Pre-Survey Part II 
 
Directions for using Scantron:  On Side 2 (back side), in the NAME space write “Self-Reflection.” Note that you are beginning 
with Scantron number 51 for this section. 
 
Read the short passage below and answer the questions by marking (A) for True or (B) for False.   
 

Acculturation refers to changes that occur in individuals and societies due to culture contact. In some cases, acculturation may be 

voluntary; i.e. people choose to change and adopt technology, social practices or ideas of another culture on their own. Many native 

North American tribes, for example, were enthusiastic about acquiring horses and guns when they were first introduced by 

Europeans. However, acculturation can also be involuntary as well. Culture contact may produce changes in a society that its people 

did not choose and do not want. The spread of diseases such as small pox and cholera, the destruction of the buffalo, and the 

confinement of tribal groups to reservations illustrate some of the dangers associated with acculturation. Ultimately, culture contact 

seems to be a two edged sword; it often gives with one hand while taking with the other. 

One of the ways some indigenous societies have chosen to cope with the poverty, alcoholism and social disruption produced by 

acculturation is to sell cultural artifacts and art. On St. Lawrence Island off of Alaska, the natives spend some time each year 

excavating their ancestral archaeological sites to obtain ancient ivory and other artifacts. "Valuable artifacts are typically amassed 

until sold to village visitors, professional artifact dealers, or, if unmarketable as art or curio, eventually sold as scrap ivory" (Stanley, 

1998:187). These objects command high prices when they reach the centers of the art market. However, middle men usually take a 

healthy bite out of any profits that return to native people. 

Reference: 
Staley, D. "The Antiquities Market", Annual Editions in Anthropology 95/96. pp. 184-191. 

 

1. Acculturation is always a negative consequence of cultural contact. 

2. Native Americans have no right to blame Europeans for causing any of their current social problems. 

3. This is a free country.  Alaskan Natives on St Lawrence Island should be able to do whatever they want with their artifacts 

without any government interference. 

4. The destruction of ancient burial sites in the Americas is against the law and the Alaskan natives should be prevented from 

destroying them. 

5. The antiquities trade benefits art dealers and village visitors more than it does the Alaskan natives. 

6. If Native Americans willingly accepted horses and guns from Europeans then that is a sign that they wanted to be 

acculturated. 

7. The poverty and alcoholism of Alaskan Natives is the result of their refusal to conform to American values. 

8. Professional art dealers who buy and sell indigenous art should be arrested and persecuted. 

9. The American government should take a more active role in protecting Native people from being victimized by art dealers. 

10. The selling of cultural artifacts and art is a viable coping strategy for indigenous groups. 


