
This Assignment is Designed for You to Meet the Following Outcomes:
• Organize researched material into journalistic format.
• Understand the responsibility inherent in providing information to the public.
• Apply basic techniques of journalistic writing and formats.  
• Describe and reflect upon your competencies in media writing & how your writing skills and 

abilities have developed over the term. 
• Explain how your own life experiences influenced your writing & how media writing skills and 

journalistic knowledge can or have impacted your personal points of view, your choices, or your 
future behavior or career.

• Describe and explain how your learning about media writing can impact others (such as your 
chosen audience, your community/culture, and/or society in general). 

Instructions:
In-Depth Feature & Analysis
Purpose:

• The first part of your final major assignment calls for you to write an in-depth feature. The story 
should be well-focused and can address any important government, community, cultural or 
societal issue. So, in essence most any subject is fair game for this assignment.  

• This is basically a longer version of the story you completed earlier in the term.  You should select 
a different topic than that story, however, if you want to expand or go more in-depth on the earlier 
work, see me. 

• To identify your skills & how journalism (and, more specifically, your developed skills) can make 
an impact on your life and on a greater world. 

Directions:
PART ONE: Your article

• This story should be at least 1,000 words, but you might need to go a bit longer. I’m not going to 
set a maximum word limit. However, please note that it won’t earn you any “brownie points” if 
your story is substantially longer than the 1,000 minimum. 

• When deciding what to write about, ask yourself these questions: Is the issue your story addresses 
timely and newsworthy?

• Note the literary techniques in feature writing that are "borrowed" from novelists (Harrower, page 
120): 

• 1. Realistic dialogue
• 2. Vivid reconstruction of actual scenes that were...
• 3. ...viewed through the eyes and ears of characters
• 4. Record everyday details, including clothing, gestures, furnishings, etc. 

• You must interview FOUR live sources. It is to your benefit to keep that in mind. You absolutely 
need to have access to four live sources (see Harrower, pages 78-81 for interviewing basics and 
tips).  

• Set-up the interviews in advance.  You will often be dealing with busy professionals with 
a full schedule.

• Prepare at least 8-10 questions in advance, with possible follow-up questions.  However, 
you can also "go with the flow" if the interviewee takes you in an unexpected (and better) 
direction. 

• Make sure the information you are gathering supports the overall goal of the article. 
• After the interview, thank the interviewee and ask if they know of others who can provide 

pertinent information. 

PART TWO: Your analysis 
• For this part, you are going to look at journalistic writing in a greater context. This part should be 



structured as a formal essay with in intro, body, and conclusion and should be roughly 2+ pages, 
single-spaced. 

• Take a look back at your earlier writings. Compare them to your final article. 
• What has changed? 
• How has your writing improved? 
• Describe and explain what skills make a good journalist. For example, how does having a 

good lead relate to an effective article? Reflect on how your skills have developed. Use 
the following inventory to help shape your thoughts.

I do this well I’m okay at this
I need major 
help in this 
area

I don’t know 
about this

Writing an 
excellent lead, 
incorporating 
most of the 5W/
H while still 
hooking the 
reader in
Gathering 
relevant 
information, 
including 
interviewing live 
sources
Identifying a 
story as 
newsworthy
Organizing my 
article (inverted 
pyramid when 
appropriate) into 
journalistic 
format
Applying basic 
techniques of 
journalistic 
writing and 
formats
Understanding 
the responsibility 
in providing 
information to 
the public
Remaining 
unbiased to 
produce a fair 
and balanced 
article

• How can you apply your journalistic writing skills to other areas of your life? For example, how 
could they help you handle a real life situation in school, work, or a social setting? 

• How have media writing skills and journalistic knowledge impacted your personal points of view, 



your choices, or your future behavior or career.
• Describe and explain how our learning about media writing can impact others (such as your 

chosen audience, your community/culture, and/or society in general).
• What does your academic achievement here mean to you, your family, or other members of your  

communities? What does it mean to go out into the world knowing what you do now? 

All of these questions should be addressed in your final paper. 

Both parts will be turned in as a single document. 

Grading and Evaluation: 
• The following will be emphasized in the evaluation of the assignment:
• Part One: 

• Topic: Is it newsworthy, current and/or timely?
• Lead: Does it get the reader’s attention?
• Quality of writing—clarity, flow style, mood
• Organization: Is the story unified from beginning to end?
• Research: Have you done your homework on the topic?
• Conclusion: Does it wrap up the story neatly, tying the whole back to the lead?
• Attribution
• Accuracy

• Part Two: 
• All prompts thoroughly answered
• Depth of analysis of your own writing
• Ability to identify your strengths and weaknesses
• Ability to connect journalistic skills to real life

• Both Parts
• Spelling & grammar

The topic is really up to you. You may also decide to do an in-depth profile of someone. That's okay! Just 
make sure you interview at least 4 sources for the article.
If you have questions, please let me know ASAP. Completing the interviews is time-consuming, as is 
writing such a long article. Give yourself plenty of time to complete this!


