
Analysis of Media Coverage Paper (Written Communication) 
Journalism 103 

 
Purpose:  
We will discuss what constitutes fair and unbiased news coverage, as well as what 
the effects are depending on how a news item is covered. Throughout the term you 
will do smaller analysis through your media journals; This assignment extends that 
analysis by looking deeper into one particular news story from several sources and 
putting those thoughts and ideas into an essay.  
 
Directions:  
Each week of this term you have looked at different news sources and analyzed their 
coverage of different news items. Now, I want you to pick one news story and look 
at the coverage of that one story in a minimum of 4 different sources (bonus points 
if you can find an international source covering the issues as well) and 7-10 articles 
surrounding the topic. You probably won't be able to pick a local story; you'll more 
likely have to look towards national or international news. (Print out your articles if 
you use an online source such as cnn.com or oregonlive.com as you will have to 
refer back to them and turn them in with your essay. If you use articles from 
newsmagazines or a newspaper, be sure to clip them out.) My advice is make sure 
you pick a topic of interest.  

Some examples would be the Portland Anti-Trump Protests, election coverage, Mike 
Pence attending a performance of Hamilton in NYC, Trump Settling in the Trump 
University Lawsuit, nationwide racial harassment, etc. (This would have to be 
updated for more timely articles when the assignment is actually given.) 
 
Once you have found a story, look at how different sources cover the same topic. 
Analyze the coverage in a paper, in a minimum of 5 pages (ideally your final paper 
will be closer to 6 or 7 pages). Note the differences in coverage. Some things to 
consider:  

• What is the tone of each piece?  
• Was the story covered by a staff writer or was a news wire article used?  
• How do the leads differ?  
• Were some sources more thorough in their coverage than others? 
• How much space was dedicated to the story? Were there multiple stories or 

just one? Was it being updated regularly?  
• How long did coverage last?  
• Were there spin-off stories as well?  
• What kind of multi-media was used, if any?  

 
Be sure to address how different ways of coverage affect your understanding of the 
news item? What biases did you have going in to reading the stories? And, finally, 
does the way something is covered (either the actual writing or the amount of 
coverage) affect your trust towards the source?  



 
Take your time and really analyze the coverage of the news item. Your final paper 
should be organized, written in MLA formatting, clear, and concise. Again, the final 
product should be an absolute minimum of five typed, size 12 font, double-spaced 
pages. Be sure to include a bibliography with the articles used at the end and attach 
the articles. (If you need help with this, don't be afraid to ask for help in the writing 
center.) 
 
Grading and Writing Criteria 

• This paper will be worth 15 points (6% of your final grade) and will be 
graded on how well you analyzed the news coverage, clarity of your 
argument, conciseness of your writing (a media writing must-no fluff!), clear 
analysis, and organization.  

• You can organize your paper however you wish, but make sure that 
structurally it is easy to follow and makes sense. This may mean going 
through and breaking it apart by each source, or by article, or topic (such as 
coverage, bias, etc.). It’s your call.  

• Each paragraph could follow the inverted pyramid style; answer all of the 
basic questions in the lead followed by supporting details and quotes. Think 
of it as writing a news story about how news is covered!  

• Make sure you have a clear introduction explaining what you are going to 
cover. 

• As with news writing, end with a kicker. Your conclusion should be strong, 
well thought out, and leave the reader with one all-encompassing thought. 
This summarizes your findings.  
 

 


