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Capstone 

4 

Milestones 

                                     3                                                                                  2 

Benchmark 

1 

COMPREHENSION 

(RD) 

● Recognizes possible implications of 
the text for contexts, perspectives, 
or issues beyond the assigned task 
or beyond the author’s explicit 
message (e.g. might recognize 
broader issues at play, or might pose 
challenges to the author’s message 
and presentation).  

● Uses the text, general background 
knowledge, and/or specific 
knowledge of the author’s context 
to draw more complex inferences 
about the author’s message and 
attitude.  

115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Evaluates how text features (e.g., 
sentence and paragraph structure or 
tone) contribute to the author’s 
message; draws basic inferences 
about context and purpose of text.  

         90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Processes vocabulary and 
relationships between ideas 
appropriately to paraphrase or 
summarize the information the text 
communicates.  

ANALYSIS 

(RD) 

● Evaluates strategies for relating 
ideas, text structure, or other 
textual features in order to build 
knowledge or insight within and 
across texts and disciplines.  

● Identifies relations among ideas, 
text structure, or other textual 
features, to evaluate how they 
support an advanced understanding 
of the text as a whole.  

● Recognizes relations among parts or 
aspects of a text, such as effective or 
ineffective arguments or literary 
features, in considering how these 
contribute to a basic understanding 
of the text as a whole. 

115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Identifies aspects of a text (e.g., 
content, structure, or relations 
among ideas) as needed to respond 
to questions posed in assigned tasks.  

          90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

INTERPRETATION 

(RD) 

● Demonstrates that reading is 
purposeful, choosing and/or 
combining interpretive reading 
strategies depending on the purpose 
or genre of the reading. 

● Demonstrates that reading is 
purposeful, using more than one 
interpretive strategy depending on 
the purpose or genre of the 
reading. 

115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

 

● Identifies purpose(s) for reading on 
own. Relies upon single interpretive 
strategy to demonstrate purpose 
regardless of genre.  

         90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Can identify purpose(s) for reading, 
relying on an external authority such 
as an instructor for clarification of the 
task.  

INFLUENCE OF 
ASSUMPTIONS 

(CT) 

● Thoroughly (systematically and 
methodically) analyzes own and 
others’ assumptions. Consistently 
recognizes influence of assumptions 
on interpretation. 

● Identifies own and others’ 
assumptions. Begins to recognize 
the influence of assumptions on 
interpretation of position or 
argument.  

        115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

 

● Questions some assumptions. May 
be more aware of others’ 
assumptions than one’s own (or vice 
versa). 

         90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Shows an emerging awareness of 
present assumptions (sometimes 
labels assertions as assumptions).  
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Capstone 

4 
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                                     3                                                                                  2 

Benchmark 

1 

Explanation of
Issues and 
Content 

Development 

● Issue/problem for consideration 
is stated clearly. There is 
appropriate, relevant, and 
compelling content to illustrate 
mastery of the subject. 

 

● Issue/problem for consideration is 
stated without serious omissions. 
Uses compelling, appropriate content 
to explore and develop ideas and 
shape the whole work. 

● Issue/problem to be considered is stated 
but may have omissions. Uses 
appropriate content to explore and 
develop ideas. 

       115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Issue/problem is stated without 
clarification or description. Uses relevant 
content to develop simple ideas in some 
parts of the text. 

        90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

Sources and 
Evidence 

● Demonstrates skillful use of 
high quality, credible, relevant 
sources to interpret and 
develop ideas appropriate to 
the discipline of writing. 

● Experts’ viewpoints are 
thoroughly questioned. 

● Demonstrates consist use of 
credible, relevant sources to 
interpret and support ideas within 
the discipline of writing. 

● Experts’ viewpoints are subject to 
questioning. 

        115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Uses appropriate and relevant content, 
but does not develop a coherent analysis 
or synthesis of ideas. 

● Experts’ viewpoints are taken as mostly 
fact, with little questioning. 
 

       90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Information from sources is used without 
any interpretation or development of 
ideas. 

● Experts’ viewpoints are taken as fact, 
without question. 

Writer’s 
Posi-tion 
(Thesis) 

● Specific position (perspective, 
thesis/hypothesis) is 
imaginative, taking into account 
the complexities of an issue. 
Demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of context, 
audience, and purpose that is 
responsive to the assigned 
task(s). 

● Specific position (perspective, 
thesis/hypothesis) takes into account 
the complexities of an issue. 
Demonstrates adequate 
consideration of context, audience, 
and purpose and a clear focus on the 
assigned task(s) 

● Specific position (perspective, 
thesis/hypothesis) acknowledges 
different sides of an issue. Demonstrates 
awareness of context, audience, and 
purpose. 

 

         115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Specific position (perspective, 
thesis/hypothesis) is stated, but is 
simplistic and obvious and lacks audience 
awareness (e.g., expectation of 
instructor or self as audience). 

  

        90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

Control of 
Syntax and 
Mechanics 

● Uses graceful language that 
skillfully communicates 
meaning to readers with clarity 
and fluency, and is virtually 
error-free. 

● Uses straightforward language that 
generally conveys meaning to 
readers. The language of the text has 
few errors. 

● Uses language that generally conveys 
meaning to readers with clarity, 
although writing may include some 
errors. 

         BOTH 90 + 115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Uses language that sometimes impedes 
meaning because of errors in usage. 

Conclusion 
and Related 
Outcomes 

● Conclusions and related 
outcomes (consequences and 
implications) are logical and 
reflect student’s informed 
evaluation and ability to place 
evidence and perspectives 
discussed in priority order. 

● Conclusion is logically tied to a range 
of information, including opposing 
viewpoints; related outcomes 
(consequences and implications) are 
identified clearly. 

● Conclusion is logically tied to 
information (because information is 
chosen to fit the desired conclusion); 
some related outcomes (consequences 
and implications) are identified clearly. 

        115 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

● Conclusion is inconsistently tied to some 
of the information discussed; related 
outcomes (consequences and 
implications) are oversimplified. 

        90 LEVEL BENCHMARK 

 


