
Learning Outcomes Assessment & Technical Skills Assessment – 2019 
 
Life Stories Project 
The Life Stories Project demonstrates knowledge and application of aging theories and multidisciplinary perspectives across the life 
course, explains how social and behavioral differences lead to inequalities, and suggests how social change strategies addressing 
structural and institutional policies and practices could improve life chances. 
 
LSP Rubric 

 

Learning Outcomes 
Level 5 

80 points 

Level 4 

65 points 

Level 3 

45 points 

Level 2 

30 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

Learning Outcome 

1: Diversity & 

Inequalities 

Illustrates & draws 

from sociological 

theories & multi-

disciplinary 

perspectives on 

diverse patterns & 

inequalities in 

individual & 

population aging & 

their consequences 

for individuals, 

families, 

communities & 

societies. 

Draws on some 

sociological theories 

or multidisciplinary 

perspectives to 

address some 

diverse patterns & 

inequalities and 

their consequences. 

Includes some 

discussion of 

diverse patterns & 

inequalities of the 

life stories subjects, 

but does not use 

adequate theories or 

perspectives to 

explain those 

patterns & 

inequalities & their 

consequences in a 

broader social 

context. 

Makes some 

reference to diverse 

patterns & 

inequalities, but 

only in passing with 

no reliance on 

sociological 

theories & multi-

disciplinary 

perspectives, and/or 

not including all of 

the LSP subjects. 

Does not address 

diverse patterns & 

inequalities. 

Learning Outcome 

2: Social Structural 

& Cultural Factors 

Demonstrates how 

the life course is 

influenced by social 

structural & 

cultural factors, 

including age, 

abilities, nationality, 

race/ethnicity, social 

Demonstrates how 

the life courses of 

the LSP subjects 

were influenced by 

some social 

structural & 

cultural factors. 

Refers to some 

social structural & 

cultural factors, but 

inadequately 

demonstrates how 

the life courses of 

the LSP subjects was 

Refers to some 

social structural & 

cultural factors 
with no explanation 

of how they 

influenced the life 

courses of the LSP 

subjects, and/or not 

Does not address 

social structural & 

cultural factors. 



class, gender, sexual 

orientation & 

religious or spiritual 

community. 

influenced by those 

factors. 
including all of the 

LSP subjects. 

Learning Outcome 

3: Social 

Institutional 

Practice & Policies 

Discusses how 

social institutional 

practice or policies 
influenced the aging 

process & life course 

of the life stories 

subjects and in what 

ways. 

Discusses how some 

social institutional 

practices or policies 

influenced the aging 

process & life course 

of the life stories 

subjects and 

addresses in a 

limited way how 

that influence was 

experienced. 

Refers to some 

social institutional 

practices or 

policies, but 

inadequately 

explains how the 

aging process and 

life course of the 

LSP subjects was 

influenced by those 

practices or policies. 

Makes some 

reference to social 

institutional 

practices or 

policies, but with no 

discussion on how 

they influenced the 

aging process & life 

course of the LSP 

subjects, and/or not 

including all of the 

LSP subjects. 

Does not address 

social institutional 

practice or policies. 

Criteria 4-5 
Level 2 

30 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

Level 3 

0 points 

Level 4 

0 points 

Level 5 

0 points 

Quality of Writing 

Project follows the 

guidelines and 

displays excellent 

grammar, spelling & 

formatting. 

Project does not 

follow guidelines & 

displays many 

grammatical, 

spelling & 

formatting problems. 

N/A N/A N/A 

Self-Evaluation 

Includes Self-

Evaluation of the 

three Learning 

Outcomes of the 

Life Stories Project 

Does not include 

self-evaluation. 
N/A N/A N/A 

Overall Score 
Level 5 

270 or more 

Level 4 

195 or more 

Level 3 

135 or more 

Level 2 

90 or more 

Level 1 

0 or more 
 



 
Applied Research Project 
The Applied Research Project presents a proposal based on research and evidence-based programs and policies, as well as a 
thorough needs and assets analysis of the problem or issue addressed, suggests an implementation approach, and explains how the 
intended target population of the proposal will benefit. 
 
ARP Analytical Summaries Rubric 

 

ARP-AS-Levels 

1-2 

Level 2 

10 points 

Level 5 

0 points 

Level 4 

0 points 

Level 3 

0 points 

Level 6 

0 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

Criterion 1 

Citation 

Citations are 

complete and use 

APA format. 

(0) N/A (0) N/A (0) N/A (0) N/A 
No or inadequate 

citations. 

ARP-AS-Level 

1-3 Criteria 

Level 3 

20 points 

Level 2 

10 points 

Level 6 

0 points 

Level 5 

0 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

Level 4 

0 points 

Criterion 2 

Research 

Quality 

Resources are 

research-based 

articles or reports 

on the issue the 

ARP addresses or 

on a program that 

addresses the 

issue, meeting 

highest research 

standards, 

preferably peer-

reviewed. 

Resources refer 

to research or are 

secondary 

assessments of 

research or 

programs related 

to the ARP issue; 

or one resource is 

inadequate or 

missing. 

(0) N/A (0) N/A 

Resources are not 

research or 

evidence-based 

or there are no 

resources. 

(0) N/A 

Criterion 3 

Contribution 

Provides clear 

statements of the 

contributions of 

the resources to 

the ARP. 

Resources have 

some relationship 

to the ARP issue, 

but the specific 

contributions of 

(0) N/A (0) N/A 

No statement of 

connection or 

contribution of 

the resources to 

the ARP. 

(0) N/A 



the resources to 

the ARP are not 

clearly stated. 

ARP-AS-Levels 

1-6 

Level 6 

50 points 

Level 5 

40 points 

Level 4 

30 points 

Level 3 

20 points 

Level 2 

10 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

Criterion 4 

Summary & 

Argument 

Provides 

excellent 

summaries of the 

resources, 

according to the 

guidelines and 

includes clear 

statements of the 

main arguments 

or conclusions of 

the resources. 

Provides 

relatively 

adequate 

summaries of the 

resources and 

statements of the 

main arguments 

or conclusions of 

the resources 

Provides 

relatively 

adequate 

summaries of the 

resources, but 

inadequate 

statements of the 

main arguments 

or conclusions of 

one or both 

resources. 

Provides 

inadequate 

summaries, and 

no clear 

statements of the 

resource 

arguments or 

conclusions.  

Describes what 

the resources are 

about without 

clear summaries 

and with no 

statements of the 

resource 

arguments or 

conclusions. 

No summaries or 

statements of the 

resource 

arguments or 

conclusions. 

Overall Score 
Level 6 

90 or more 

Level 5 

80 or more 

Level 4 

70 or more 

Level 3 

60 or more 

Level 2 

40 or more 

Level 1 

0 or more 
 

 
ARP Rubric 

Criteria 
Level 6 

60 points 

Level 5 

50 points 

Level 4 

40 points 

Level 3 

30 points 

Level 2 

20 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

1 - Proposal 

Link to 

Research 

Provides clear 

statement of the 

proposal, 

explicitly linking 

it to research and 

evidence-based 

programs or 

policies. 

Provides clear 

statement of 

proposal, with 

some links to 

research and 

evidence-based 

programs or 

policies. 

States a clear 

proposal with 

some link to 

research on 

similar programs 

or policies. 

States a clear 

proposal, but no 

link to research or 

evidence-based 

programs or 

policies. 

Provides a vague 

proposal, but no 

link to research or 

evidence-based 

programs or 

policies. 

No statement of 

the proposal and 

its link to 

research or 

evidence-based 

programs and 

policies. 



Levels 1-4 

Criteria 

Level 4 

40 points 

Level 3 

30 points 

Level 2 

20 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

Level 5 

0 points 

Level 6 

0 points 

Criterion 2 

Needs & Assets 

Assessment 

Provides a 

thorough 

statement of the 

needs addressed 

by the proposed 

plan, as well as 

the assets and 

existing programs 

or policies on 

which the 

proposal is built. 

Provides an 

adequate 

statement of the 

needs addressed 

by the proposed 

plan, as well as 

most assets and 

existing programs 

or policies on 

which the 

proposal is based. 

Indicates needs 

for the proposed 

plan and some 

existing assets in 

programs or 

policies, but not 

comprehensive 

and missing 

awareness of 

some existing 

programs or 

policies on which 

the proposal 

could have been 

built. 

No needs and 

assets assessment 

and no 

acknowledgement 

of existing 

programs or 

policies. 

(0) N/A (0) N/A 

Criterion 3 Steps 

& Components 

of Plan 

Implementation 

Provides a 

detailed 

program/policy 

implementation 

plan, including 

critical 

components and 

steps for 

implementation, 

for a specific 

population. 

Provides an 

adequate 

overview of 

program/policy 

components and 

steps with only 

vague reference 

to the specific 

population. 

Provides only a 

cursory statement 

of the planned 

program or 

policy, without 

details of the 

program/policy 

components and 

steps for 

implementation. 

No needs and 

assets assessment 

and no 

acknowledgement 

of existing 

programs or 

policies. 

(0) N/A (0) N/A 

Criterion 4 

Usefulness & 

Benefits of Plan 

Clearly states 

specific 

usefulness and 

benefits of the 

States usefulness 

and benefits of 

the plan in 

general terms, but 

Provides a 

cursory or vague 

statement of 

possible 

No Statement of 

the usefulness or 

benefits of the 

proposal. 

(0) N/A (0) N/A 



to Specific 

Populations 

plan to specific 

populations, with 

specific 

documentation. 

not to specific 

populations, with 

cursory evidence. 

usefulness or 

benefit of the 

plan with no 

documentation 

and no reference 

to potential 

beneficiaries. 

Levels 1-2 
Level 2 

20 points 

Level 1 

0 points 

Level 3 

0 points 

Level 4 

0 points 

Level 5 

0 points 

Level 6 

0 points 

Criterion 5 Self-

Evaluation 

Self-Evaluation 

according to 

Criteria 1-4. 

No Self-

Evaluation or no 

mention of 

Criteria 1-4. 

(0) N/A (0) N/A (0) N/A (0) N/A 

Overall Score 
Level 6 

180 or more 

Level 5 

160 or more 

Level 4 

140 or more 

Level 3 

120 or more 

Level 2 

100 or more 

Level 1 

0 or more 
 

 
Internships 
Internships through which students demonstrate and apply their knowledge, skills and abilities acquired through gerontology 
coursework, while working under supervision in an aging services agency or long-term care facility serving older persons or persons 
with disabilities. 
 

Student Outcome/Competency Levels 
0. Student demonstrated no competency 
1. Student demonstrated limited knowledge and skills in the competency. 
2. Student demonstrated basic knowledge and skills in the competency. [Benchmark level, equivalent to 70% of possible points] 
3. Student demonstrated comprehension and ability to apply essential knowledge and skills in the competency. 
4. Student demonstrated thorough, effective and/or sophisticated application of knowledge and skills in the competency. 
 
 
 



 
Table of Assessment Results for 18 AAS Degree in Gerontology graduates – 2019 
 

Student LSP 
ARP (AS, 
ARP) Internships 

1 3 (255) 4 (100, 200) 4 

2 4 (300) 4 (100, 200) 4 

3 4 (270) 4 (100, 180) 4 

4 4 (300) 4 (100, 200) 4 

5 4 (270) 4 (100, 200) 4 

6 2 (205) 2 (50, 160) 2 

7 4 (270) 2 (50, 140) 4 

8 4 (300) 4 (90, 200) 4 

9 4 (270) 3 (75, 140) 2 

10 4 (270) 3 (75, 180) 4 

11 4 (270) 4 (100, 190) 4 

12 4 (300) 4 (100, 190) 4 

13 4 (270) 4 (100, 200) 4 

14 4 (270) 4 (100, 170) 4 

15 4 (300) 4 (100, 200) 4 

16 4 (285) 4 (100, 200) 4 

17 4 (270) 4 (100, 200) 4 

18 4 (300) 4 (100, 200) 4 

 


