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The purpose of CTE program-level assessment at PCC is to look at student achievement of 

degree and certificate-level outcomes and to help faculty focus on how to improve student 

learning based on assessment.  

Please choose one of the degree and/or certificate outcomes that was part of this year’s 

Summary Data Report, and provide a more in-depth explanation of your assessment process, 

results and how this might be used to enhance teaching and learning.  

This form to be used for both assessments (first time the outcome is assessed) and for 

re-assessments (a follow-up for the initial assessment of the same outcome). 

On completing the form, please e-mail it to learningassessment@pcc.edu. 

 

SAC Assessment Contact(s): 

Name e-mail 

Sarah Gaskins sarah.gaskins@pcc.edu 

 

1. Which SAC do you represent? 

 Music & Sonic Arts 

 

2. Which outcome is reported here?  (Please provide the text of the outcome, and the 
degrees/certificates to which it applies). 

 

Plan, research, design, write, create, evaluate and revise context-appropriate music production 
projects using a variety of methods and industry-standard tools. (AAS-MSA) 
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3. Please share how this outcome was assessed to help us understand your process for 

assessment.  Please attach a rubric, sample score sheet, or other assessment tool. 

To their classmates and to MSA faculty, students registered in MUC 103 Spring 2019 
presented definitions of industry-relevant musical terminology, using musical examples to 
illustrate their definitions and explained how their analysis of the musical examples were 
representative of their topics as defined. This presentation was a component of the course’s 
final project, and was a cumulation of knowledge from the three-term course taken over the 
past year. Almost all registered students (44) in all sections of MUC 103 participated (3 
students were absent for presentations on the days that the assessment occurred.) Attached 
is the rubric MSA faculty used to score their presentations. After individual faculty scored 
students, we normalized scores.  Scores were then averaged across the four categories.  
 

4. Please include information about your benchmark (the score that indicates successful 

attainment of the outcome), and how it was determined.  

MSA SAC expected third-term music theory students to fall within the middle scores on the 
rubric (2-3 points per category). Our benchmark is that 80% of students receive an average 
score of 2.5. We expect students in their 3rd and 4th years of study to achieve excellent 
marks (score of 4) in all categories; in this project we are assessing 1st and 2nd year students 
in their third term of music theory study. 

 

5. Please provide data collected in the assessment of this outcome (including score 
distribution and percent of students meeting benchmark).  Summarize your findings in 

the box below. Attach supplemental information or appendices. For this report, please 

do not include student identifying information, but you can assign an arbitrary 

identifier, especially if you wish to reference individual scores in your discussion.   

There are three sections of MUC 103. In the 1st section, all 18 students scored 2.5 or higher, 
so 100% met the benchmark in the class. In the 2nd section, 7 of 11 students scored 2.5 or 
higher (63.6% met the benchmark). In the 3rd section, 10 of 12 students score 2.5 or higher 
(83% met the benchmark). In all three sections, 35 of 41 total students (85%) met the 
benchmark of scoring 2.5 or higher.  
 
Attached is a chart of all scores (no identifying student info), including percentages of 
students who met the benchmark in each section. 
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6. Please discuss your overall findings regarding student learning. (What did you learn from 
this assessment? Were there any surprises? Do the data make sense? How do the data 

relate to student learning?) 

MUC 103 students largely met the benchmark of 80%. This confirms that students in these 
courses are proficient in their knowledge of the assigned terms and topics, but do not have a 
deep level of understanding that would be required of graduating students from a 4-year 
institution.  

That the scores in Section 2 were lower on average than the other two sections was 
concerning. The instructor of the course notes that this course had poorer attendance than 
other sections, and fewer students turning in work on time; these outcomes may be 
correlated.  

There were several students (7 of 41 or 17%) that scored an average of 4 on the rubric. This 
was a welcome surprise in this assessment project. 
While scores were averaged, generally students did poorer defining the terms than giving an 
example of that term. Most students seemed to understand the concepts but not be able to 
articulate the meaning, function, or use of a term well. 
 

 

7. Please reflect on the entire project and share how your CTE SAC will use the results to 
improve student mastery of this outcome. Are there changes that need to be made to 

improve teaching and/or learning?  

In general, we are pleased with the results of the assessment project and how it reflects 
student learning. Our SAC will use these results to come up with better ways of teaching 
students how to define terms more completely and articulate their research.  

 

8. What changes do you plan to make to your assessment of this outcome in the future? 

We’d like to assign checkpoints during students’ work on the project throughout the term. An 
example of this might be that in assigning the project, a required portion will be a conference 
with the instructor about their progress.  
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Has the outcome been assessed before? (If not, skip this question). 

9. Were any modifications to instruction implemented between the prior assessment and 

this one? How did the assessment methods and results compare with the prior 

assessment?  

This outcome was assessed several years ago. 
 
This outcome was assessed previously purely through a creative project rather than through a 
combination of a research-oriented and creative project. We think it’s important to have both 
components of the project to better assess student learning--it captures the different ways 
that students demonstrate their understanding of topics. 

 

To help us understand your SAC’s overall processes, please complete these additional 

questions. 

1. Was the SAC able to include Part-Time (PT) and Full-Time (FT) faculty for this 

assessment? If PT faculty did not participate, please explain any barriers that might 

account for this fact. 

3 PT faculty and 1 FT faculty were involved. 

 

2. How do you plan to share this information with all members of your SAC?  

Through memos sent to all SAC members and at SAC meeting in Fall 2019. 
 

 

3. Are there any areas that you might want help with from your CTE coach? Please let us 

know.  
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4. Is there anything else you would like to share with us? Please let us know.  

This form is so much better than the previous years! Thanks! 

 

Thank you for completing this report!  

We hope this has been a useful project to help your CTE SAC assist your students! 

 

 

Attachments: 

GRADING RUBRIC 

 Excellent (4) Proficient (3) Satisfactory (2) Developing (1) 

Definition of term 

Precise and captures 
meaning, use, 
function and musical 
context. 

Captures meaning, 
function and use, but 
lacking musical 
context. 

Captures general 
meaning but lacking 
use or function. 
Musical context is 
general. 

Imprecise, doesn't 
capture meaning, 
and lacking use, 
function, and 
musical context. 

Musical 
example--created 
(notation required) 

Created example 
notated clearly to 
illustrate point and 
includes detailed 
information/labels. 

Notation of created 
example clear and 
contains information 
that appropriately 
applies to topic. 

Created musical 
example notated but 
contains no 
identifying 
information. 

Created musical 
example partially 
notated and contains 
no identifying 
information. 

Musical 
example--found 
(artist information 
and location of 
example required) 

Found example 
located easily and 
contains complete 
information. 

Found example is 
located easily and 
contains most 
information 
required. 

Found musical 
example difficult to 
locate given 
information. 

Unclear what part of 
musical example 
contains topic. 

Application of 
term to chosen 
example 

Term is the most 
appropriate analysis 
for musical example 
in provided context. 
Explanation of 
application is clear, 
detailed, precise, and 
could be used to 
teach the topic. 

Term applied is 
appropriate analysis 
for musical example. 
Explanation is 
general, but clear. 

Term applied is 
related to chosen 
example but not 
best analysis in the 
provided context. 
Explanation is 
general, but lacking 
details. 

Term applied is not a 
good analysis in the 
provided context, or 
there is no context 
given for the 
analysis. 
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AVERAGE SCORES BY SECTION 

Section 1  Section 2  Section 3    

Student 1 2.75  Student 19 2.25  Student 30 3    

Student 2 3  Student 20 1.75  Student 31 4    

Student 3 4  Student 21 3  Student 32 2.75   = below 2.5 

Student 4 3.5  Student 22 3  Student 33 3.75   = 2.5 - 3.49 

Student 5 3  Student 23 3  Student 34 3   = 3.5 or higher 

Student 6 3.75  Student 24 2.25  Student 35 4    

Student 7 2.5  Student 25 2.75  Student 36 2    

Student 8 3.25  Student 26 3.5  Student 37 3.5    

Student 9 3.25  Student 27 1.5  Student 38 3    

Student 10 2.5  Student 28 3  Student 39 3.25    

Student 11 2.5  Student 29 4  Student 40 2    

Student 12 3      3    

Student 13 4          

Student 14 4          

Student 15 3.5          

Student 16 3.5          

Student 17 4          

Student 18 3          

           

100% 2.5 or higher  63.6% 2.5 or higher  83% 2.5 or higher    
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