
 
 
The PCC Psychology Department wants to find out how well our students understand 
correlations and what they mean in the popular media.  
 
Please answer these questions based on your current knowledge. Please don't look up the 
answers (you won't have enough time to look all of them up). We are more interested in an 
honest picture of what you know about correlations so that we can do a better job of teaching 
about this topic.   
 
We realize that you have not formally studied correlations in your Psy 201A class. Just do the 
best you can based on what you already know! 
 
This will take you about 10 minutes to complete.  
Have you studied correlations before in another class? 

• Yes, a lot 

• Yes, a little 

• No, not at all 

• I can’t remember whether or not I have studied correlations 
 
A correlation 

• is a statistical relationship between two events or variables 

• shows that one variable/event caused or influenced another variable 

• can range between 0.00 and 10.00 

• does all of the above 

• does none of the above 
 
A correlation that is close to zero means that 

• a third variable is causing or influencing two other variables 

• there is little to no statistical relationship between the two variables 

• there is a very strong relationship between the two variables 

• any of the above could be correct 

• none of the above are correct 
 
A negative correlation 

• means there is no relationship among the variables or events being studied 

• is very rare and that’s why it is referred to as negative 

• means that one variable is causing a bad outcome to another variable 

• will have a negative sign (-) in front of the number 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which of the following statements is/are correct about a strong correlation?  

• A strong correlation could mean that variable “A” is causing or influencing another variable “B”. 



• A strong correlation could mean that one variable “B” is causing or influencing another variable “A”. 

• A strong correlation between “A” and “B” could mean that a third variable, “C”, is causing or influencing both “A” and “B” separately. 

• All of the above are correct. 

• None of the above are correct. 
 
Several major psychological studies have found a positive correlation between students’ self-
esteem and academic performance. Based on these findings, a popular parents’ magazine 
recently wrote an article encouraging parents to tell their children every day that “they were 
special” so their children’s self-esteem would improve and they would get good grades in 
school. Did this magazine article correctly interpret the meaning of this correlation? 

• Yes, this article has correctly interpreted the correlation. Parents who want their children to do better in school should work to 
improve their children’s self-esteem. 

• No, because a correlation doesn’t indicate the direction of the influence. It could be the other way around -- that getting better 
grades leads to higher self-esteem. 

• No, there is no way to tell what the relationship between self-esteem and grades is. 

• No, because the article has misunderstood this type of correlation. The correct interpretation is that students with higher self-
esteem have lower grades. 
 
For the last decade, researchers have found a positive correlation between how long a person 
lives and the amount of education they have. In publicizing this, headlines say, “If You Want to 
Live a Long Life, Stay in School". Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

• The more years of education a person has, the longer lifespan they tend to have. 

• The less years of education a person has, the shorter lifespan they tend to have. 

• A possible explanation is that people with higher levels of education tend to engage in healthier habits, such as not smoking. 

• All of the above are correct statements about this conclusion. 

• None of the above are correct statements about this conclusion. 
 
You read an article in another parenting magazine about a negative correlation between playing violent 
video games and school performance. What does this mean? 

• It means that there is no relationship between the two variables, and parents can quit worrying about the amount of time their child 
plays violent video games. 

• It means that, on average, the more time children spend playing violent video games, the worse their grades tend to be. 

• It means that, on average, the more time children spend playing violent video games, the better their grades tend to be. 

• It means that, on average, students who make higher grades tend to play more violent video games. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You're doing great! There's just a couple more questions (to make sure you receive credit for 
taking this pre-assessment).  
Please identify your psychology instructor from the drop down menu. 



                                     
Please indicate your PCC email. This email will be used to compare your initial assessment to a 
follow-up assessment. Additionally, your PCC email will be shared with your instructor so you receive 
credit! 

 
Thanks so much for taking this assessment! Your participation will be helpful 
in improving our psychology instruction! 
 


