
Integration Year Plan and Report 2021-2022 for CTE & LDC

Overview
The Integration year report focuses on an important step of the assessment process, when a

SAC can use what they learned from the evidence collected in an initial assessment to better

understand and make informed changes to teaching and learning. These changes might include

rethinking curricula, changing teaching methods, adjusting learning goals, providing support

systems, and considering co-curricula. The ultimate goal is to implement changes that result in

equitable improvements to student learning. Only in a reassessment year will the SAC

investigate whether those changes resulted in improved student learning. By taking a year to

really focus on using assessment results to understand and improve student learning, the SAC

can take the time to develop an intentional and shared approach. SACs are then ready to

implement change and reassess to see if the changes result in improvements to student

learning.

The initial proposal and rationale is due by November 5th and will be reviewed by the LAC

chairs and Ann Cary, interim Dean of Academic Affairs. The SAC will receive feedback and a

response by November 10th in order to provide enough time for the SAC to determine which

option they will choose and complete the planning portion of the report in fall term.  If your SAC

is unable to complete it in fall, please fill out the planning section when completing the final

report in spring.

Submission checklist

Proposal due by November 5, 2021

Response and feedback from Academic Affairs received  by November 10, 2021

Plan section due by December 10, 2021. Note this is after the APU/ADU is due. Respond

to questions 3A. Assessment Reports with information you will include in your plan.

Full report due by June 24, 2021 (Please include all attachments such as artifacts created

and documents that will help for a full review of materials that represent the work)

To submit each phase of the report, please email it to learningassessment@pcc.edu



Proposal Section: To be completed and submitted by November 5, 2021
SAC Assessment Contact:

Name e-mail

Ben Cushing loren.cushing@pcc.edu

What SAC do you represent?
Sociology

What initial assessment would you like to focus on? Briefly describe what you learned

from the initial assessment (data analysis or evidence) that the SAC will use to inform

changes to teaching. [This could be a copy/paste from your initial assessment report.]
Last year (2020-2021,) our assessment data helped us identify areas of strength in student
performance related to Social Inquiry and Analysis, as well as areas of needed improvement.
For each of the rubric criteria, the following percentage of students met or exceeded the benchmark
of level 2:
Social Context: 92.4%
Methods of Inquiry: 68.1%
Information Literacy: 72%
Diversity: 77.3%
Perhaps unsurprisingly, our students excelled in the area of social context; a core tenant of our
discipline.  However our students performed less strongly in the areas of Methods of Inquiry and
Information literacy.
This year, our SAC will focus on improving student performance of Methods of Inquiry and Information
Literacy.

What is your goal for an Integration Year?
In this integration year, the Sociology SAC will:

● clarify faculty members’ understanding of the distinction between Methods of Inquiry and
Information Literacy

● improve our teaching of Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy
● tighten up our assignment design as it relates to Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy

mailto:lbcushing@gmail.com


Briefly describe what potential changes to the teaching process the SAC would like to

focus on. [Specifics can include the parts of the teaching process that the SAC wants to

focus on and how these changes might address the achievement gaps identified in the

initial assessment. Changes might include revising curriculum, changing teaching

methods, adjusting learning goals, integrating additional learning supports, and

considering co-curricula.]
Our SAC will partner with our subject Librarian to achieve the goals listed above.Meredith Farkas
We will hold a SAC meeting with Meredith in Winter term, 2022, to determine exactly what kinds of
interventions we will pursue.  Possible interventions might include: faculty members embedding
library resources within course shells, developing lessons specific to Methods of Inquiry and
Information Literacy, and improving assignment instructions.

*Stop! Submit via email to learningassessment@pcc.edu to be considered for the pilot. The SAC will

receive feedback and a response from Academic Affairs by the end of Monday, November 10, 2021.

The planning section that follows is to be completed and submitted by December 10, 2021.

Planning Section: To be completed and submitted in Fall Term

In general terms, describe the integration project plan for the year.  What are the SAC’s

preliminary plans for changes to teaching? What steps will the SAC take to carry out the

project?
Following our fall meeting,  we determined that we would pursue an integration year with the goal of
improving our teaching and assignment design as it relates to Methods of Inquiry and Information
Literacy.
Since then, I (Ben Cushing) have been in communication with Librarian aboutMeredith Farkas
working together on this integration year project.
This Winter term, the SAC will hold a meeting and workshop with Meredith, in which we will:

● Clarify the distinction between Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy
● Discuss what information literacy skills we want students to develop and demonstrate in SOC

204
● Explore ways to improve teaching Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy

○ Identifying library resources and discuss ways to integrate them into our courses
○ Explore scaffolding Information Literacy within class activities and assignments

● (Re)design assignments to better assess Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy with
particular attention to revising our SOC 204 signature assignment.

Spring term, faculty will implement changes they deem appropriate based on the winter workshop

mailto:meredith.farkas@pcc.edu
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What questions about student learning did your initial assessment bring up? How do you

hope your proposal will impact student learning? [For example, what gaps in student

learning might your plan address?]

In what ways are we currently teaching Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy?
How can we modify our teaching practices to improve students' learning of Methods of Inquiry and
Information Literacy?
How can we design assignments to better measure students' learning of Methods of Inquiry and
Information Literacy?
What resources already exist at PCC to support our efforts?

What course(s) or part of the curriculum will your integration year focus on? Why have

you selected this focus?

We will direct our efforts toward our flagship course: SOC 204 Introduction to Sociology.
SOC 204 represents the majority of all SOC sections offered at PCC: 54% of all SFTE.
We believe that focusing on this class will have the largest positive impact for our students.

How will faculty be involved in the project? Who needs to be involved? [It is important

to engage a significant portion of the faculty who teach the course(s). The working

assumption here is that for systemic changes to teaching to take hold, there needs to be

involvement from faculty in the development of new teaching practices.]

All faculty will be strongly encouraged to attend the winter SAC meeting/workshop, and PT faculty
attending will be compensated for their time from the SAC’s 10-hour assessment budget. Decisions
and take-away lessons will be shared out by email to any SAC members who don’t attend.  I’ll also be
available to SAC members to field questions or offer support.

What resources or additional learning will you draw on in order to carry out your plan?

[For example: consult with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence, readings,

research, professional development, expertize, experience, data collection or analysis]
We’ll be relying a great deal on the PCC Library - including online library resources and the expertise of
librarians.



What specific changes to teaching does the SAC anticipate making this year? Describe

the parts of the teaching process the SAC wants to focus on and how these changes

might address the achievement gaps. [For example, revising curriculum, changing

teaching methods, adjusting learning goals, integrating additional learning supports,

and considering co-curricula.]

The SAC will be revising our Signature Assignment for SOC 204.  We will also build skills around
teaching Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy, with an emphasis on scaffolding and interfacing
with the library.  Individual faculty members will integrate what they learn into their own teaching
practices.

Your LAC coach is available to help with any step.  What might you need help with

moving forward?

We have really appreciated the support from LAC leadership in the past. Thank you! We do not need
any additional support at the moment, but we will reach out if that changes.

*STOP*  This concludes the planning portion of the form.

Please save this document and submit it to learningassessment@pcc.edu by December 10, 2021.

In the spring, complete the reporting section that continues on the next page.

mailto:learningassessment@pcc.edu


Integration Year Report 2021-2022

Now that you have carried out the Integration Year plan, please report on the progress made by

responding to the prompts below.

On completing the form, please email it to learningassessment@pcc.edu.

If your SAC was unable to complete the planning section, above, during Fall Term, please fill that section

out before completing the following end-of-year report.

Were any changes made to the integration year plan submitted in Fall Term?  If so,

please briefly describe them.
The only significant change to the plan outlined above is that we added a second workshop, held
during our April SAC meeting (described below).

Please provide an executive summary of your integration year work; highlight the

changes the SAC has made to teaching in order to enhance student learning.
Winter term, the SAC held a meeting and workshop with Librarian Meredith Farkas, in which we:

● Clarifed the distinction between Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy
● Explored library resources for Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy, including:

○ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DzlsdiDfP1epVAk9wWEPcOoL5n1va3o7kqRY3
sUCORo/

○ https://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/issues/infolit/framework1.pd
f

○ https://guides.pcc.edu/sociology
○ https://www.pcc.edu/library/pcc-library-resources-and-help-when-off-campus/
○ https://www.pcc.edu/tutoring/

● Discussed 6 threshold concepts for Information literacy
1. Authority Is Constructed and Contextual
2. Information Creation as a Process
3. Information Has Value
4. Research as Inquiry
5. Scholarship as Conversation
6. Searching as Strategic Exploration

● Discussed what information literacy skills we want students to develop and demonstrate in
SOC 204, as well as challenges we face in teaching students at different skill levels

● Explored ways to improve teaching Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy
○ Identified library resources and discussed ways to integrate them into our courses
○ Explored scaffolding Information Literacy within class activities and assignments

● Discussed case study: Jamee Kristen’s assignment design and scaffolding

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DzlsdiDfP1epVAk9wWEPcOoL5n1va3o7kqRY3sUCORo/
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https://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/issues/infolit/framework1.pdf
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Spring term, the SAC held a second workshop in our April meeting, focussed on practical
implementation of the ideas we explored in the winter. Specifically, we discussed these questions
within breakout groups:

● How could you improve your assignment design around Methods of Inquiry and Information
Literacy? (For example, creating a prompt to ask students to be specific about naming their
method.)

● How could you improve your instruction around Methods of Inquiry and Information Literacy?
(For example, how could your teaching be inspired by the 6 threshold concepts?)

● We also created a shared google folder, to allow SAC members to share assignment design
ideas.

What are the SAC’s plans for sustaining this change in teaching? Looking ahead, describe

your next steps for the continued integration of the changes made this year. [If there are

any artifacts or work products the SAC has created and would like to share, please attach

or provide a link here.]
As an iterative process, we will continue to build on what we learned this year. Faculty have already
improved their assignment design and teaching practice. This fall, as we prepare for our assessment
project, we’ll review the lessons of this past year and encourage faculty to make any additional
changes to assignment design and instruction.  We have also established a relationship with our
subject librarian, who has provided extremely helpful resources which we will continue to utilize.

How will your work this year inform the SAC’s reassessment or assessment project next

year?
Our reassessment project next year will test the effectiveness of the interventions we made this year.
We will focus our reassessment on SOC 204, with particular focus on information literacy and methods
of inquiry. We hope to see an increase in the percentage of students achieving level 2 on the SI&A
rubric.



In general terms, describe the level of SAC involvement in the project. [For example,

were both PT and FT faculty involved?  Did all instructors or a representative sample of

instructors contribute to the development of the plan or changes to teaching?]
3 (of 4) FT faculty and 8 (of 13) PT faculty participated in this project.  Since the PT faculty who didn’t
participate tend to teach few classes, this represents the majority of faculty teaching SOC 204
sections.

Identify any barriers to participation in the integration year work for the SAC. Describe

any external factors that got in the way of learning assessment this year. [For example,

funding, time constraints, cancelled courses, faculty workload, etc.]
Many PT faculty are extremely frustrated with class cancellations and employment precarity. Some PT
faculty expressed that this work felt somewhat hypothetical since they hadn’t taught a class for
several terms.

Please explain how results and next steps have been shared, or will be shared, with

members of your SAC.
Since we were not conducting an assessment, no results were produced. However meeting minutes
from both workshops were distributed to all SAC members. We also began our April SAC meeting by
summarizing the lessons of the Winter meeting.

Based on your experience with the integration project this year, are there any areas that

you might want help with from your LAC coach?
Not at this time. Thank you!



Is there anything else you want to share with reviewers about your integration year

project?
No. Thanks!

Please submit your report to learningassessment@pcc.edu by June 24, 2021.

Submission checklist:

Full report
Attachments of artifacts or work products (optional)
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