
Question 1 
You are doing a Harold and your storyline is about college life. You choose to be a foreign 
exchange student and afterwards a fellow player states that they feel like you were being racist 
since your character struggled  with simple things like boarding a bus and didn’t know how to 
shake hands. What do you do?  

 
Goal : Student modifies biased behavior, practices and language 

1. Context: A “Harold” is a series of three storylines woven together - each with three 
improvised scenes or “beats”. Improvisers would be able to choose their own character 
and collaboratively create the story and setting. However their fellow players character 
choices would usually not be in their control. 

2. Things an improviser should be able to do: 
a. Acknowledge and listen to the fellow player and apologize if appropriate 
b. Recognize problematic stereotypes and seek to avoid perpetuating them 
c. Demonstrate understanding of the inherent issues of portraying a character with 

a radically different experience than themselves (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
culture) 

4 -Demonstrates 
thorough, effective 
and/or sophisticated 
application of knowledge 
and skills. 

3 -Demonstrates 
comprehension and 
is able to apply 
essential knowledge 
and skill. 

2 -Basic application 
of knowledge and 
skills. 

1 -Limited 
application of 
knowledge and 
skills. 

0- No 
application of 
knowledge and 
skills or does 
not answer the 
question 

Student modifies biased 
behavior, practices and 
language.  
Student apologizes, 
listens to concerns, and 
explores what future 
scenes might look like in 
similar circumstances 

Student modifies 
biased behavior, 
practices and 
language. 
Student gives 
apology, and listens 
to concerns but gives 
few ideas about 
future scenes 

Student modifies 
biased behavior, 
practices and 
language, but it is 
shallow or 
incomplete.  
Student gives 
apology but does 
not explain further 
action or tries to 
justify their choices 

Student does not 
modify biased 
behavior, practices 
and language. 
Student may offer 
apology as a 
formality but may 
spend time making 
excuses.  
However student 
does recognize the 
issue 

Student does 
not 
acknowledge 
the issue 

Rubric -  

Score Goal: 2  
2016 

Score 0 1 2 3 4 



# of students 1 5 4 2 0 

 
Average 2016: 1.58 
% reaching goal : 50% 
 
2018 

Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 1 4 4 2 0 

 
 
Average 2018: 1.64 
% reaching goal : 54% 
 

Question 2 
You and your partner are friends in the class and have had conversations outside. In the middle 
of a scene about checking out groceries, their character starts hitting on your character to the 
point of touching you on the shoulder, then grabbing you and kissing your neck. This makes you 
uncomfortable. You aren’t getting edited, so it is up to you to decide how to handle it... what do 
you do?  
Goal: Student can name one method for dealing with work-place conflicts that arise from cultural 
differences. 

1. Context: 
a. “Work-place” in this case refers to an improvised scene and the cultural 

difference is whether or not it is ok to touch someone without explicit consent. An 
edit is when the scene is ended and changed to something new - usually by the 
lighting tech, the director, or another player.  

b. Improvisational theater is built around the concept of “yes, and”, in which you say 
“yes” to your partner’s ideas/offers/scenic premises, and then build on them. This 
leads many improvisers to feel pressured to allow physical contact, or subject 
matter, that they are not comfortable with off stage in order to build upon their 
partner’s ideas and saying “yes”.  

2. Things an Improviser should be able to do: 
a. Recognize they have self-agency both within and without a scene 
b. Demonstrate the ability to take care of themselves within the scene (which may 

or may not mean continuing the scene depending on the comfort level of the 
student)  

c. Recognizing the need to draw boundaries with their scene partners off stage and 
including the instructor/director/coach as necessary  
 



4 -Demonstrates 
thorough, effective 
and/or sophisticated 
application of 
knowledge and skills. 

3 -Demonstrates 
comprehension and 
is able to apply 
essential knowledge 
and skill. 

2 -Basic application 
of knowledge and 
skills. 

1 -Limited application of 
knowledge and skills. 

0- No 
application of 
knowledge 
and skills or 
does not 
answer the 
question 

Student can name more 
than one method for 
dealing with work-place 
conflicts that arise from 
cultural differences. 
 
Student stops the 
action that is 
uncomfortable with 
them, either by ending 
the scene or by 
diverting the action.  
 
Student appropriately 
follows up with scene 
partner and/or 
teacher/coach 
afterwards 

Student can name 
method for dealing 
with work-place 
conflicts that arise 
from cultural 
differences. 
 
Student stops the 
action that is 
uncomfortable with 
them, either by 
ending the scene or 
by diverting the 
action 
 
Student 
appropriately follows 
up with scene 
partner and/or 
teacher/coach 
afterwards. 

Student can name 
method for dealing 
with work-place 
conflicts that arise 
from cultural 
differences. 
 
Student stops the 
action that is 
uncomfortable with 
them, either by 
ending the scene or 
by diverting the 
action 
OR follows up with 
scene 
partner/teacher/coa
ch afterward.  
However, the 
student does not 
choose to do both. 
 

Student does not use 
appropriate method for 
dealing with workplace 
conflicts that arise from 
cultural differences  
 
Student shows 
acknowledgement of the 
issue, but allows the 
action to continue during 
the scene without 
diversion and does not 
follow up with scene 
partner and/or 
teacher/coach afterward 
or responds 
inappropriately 
 

 
Student does 
not 
acknowledge 
this as an 
issue or gives 
an 
inappropriate 
response  

Rubric 

 Score  Goal: 2  
2016 

Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 0 0 8 3 1 

 
Average 2016: 2.42 
% reaching goal : 100% 
 
2018 



Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 0 1 7 1 2 

 
 
Average 2018: 2.36 
% reaching goal :  91% 

Question 3 
You are in a long form sweep edit. One of your fellow players has a character who is deaf and is 
portraying that by making whale sounds while they flap their hands in the air in a childish way. 
They sweep the scene and initiates that character again ... What do you do next?  

 
Goal: Evaluate different forms of creative and artistic expression, connecting personal 
responses to broader contexts. 

1. Context: Sweep edits or “sweeps” are a way to change from one scene to another. 
Traditionally the person who “sweeps” also initiates the next scene. Long form indicates 
that there are a series of sweep edits in a row and that recurring 
characters/scenes/stories are welcome if not expected. 

2. Things an improviser should be able to do any or all of the following:  
a. Recognize that the the character is insensitive and make an attempt to move the 

scene away from the portrayal - this could mean anything from transforming the 
scene into another scene to outright calling out the behavior/character as being 
insensitive and unacceptable. 

b. Initiate a discussion with the player and/or the coach/teacher/director about the 
character.  

i. This conversation should include personal responses to the character as 
well discussion of what the portrayal might mean to those in the deaf 
community. 

c. Self-edit or sweep from the sidelines to end the scene.  
 

4 -Demonstrates 
thorough, effective 
and/or sophisticated 
application of 
knowledge and skills. 

3 -Demonstrates 
comprehension and 
is able to apply 
essential 
knowledge and skill. 

2 -Basic 
application of 
knowledge and 
skills. 

1 -Limited application of 
knowledge and skills. 

0- No application 
of knowledge and 
skills or does not 
answer the 
question 

Student can evaluate 
different forms of 
creative and artistic 
expression, 
connecting personal 

Student can 
evaluate different 
forms of creative 
and artistic 
expression, 

Student can 
identify different 
forms of creative 
and artistic 
expression, 

Student does not use 
appropriate technique 
for exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing viewpoints.  
 

Student does not 
use appropriate 
technique for 
exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing 



responses to broader 
contexts. 
 
Student stops the 
action that is 
uncomfortable for 
them, either by 
ending the scene or 
by diverting the 
action. Student shows 
sophisticated 
understanding of the 
issue 
 
Student follows up 
with scene partner 
and/or teacher/coach 
afterwards and 
demonstrates 
compassion for the 
player. 

connecting personal 
responses to 
broader contexts. 
 
Student stops the 
action that is 
uncomfortable for 
them, either by 
ending the scene or 
by diverting the 
action 
 
Student 
appropriately 
follows up with 
scene partner 
and/or 
teacher/coach 
afterwards 
 

connecting 
personal 
responses to 
broader contexts. 
 
Student stops the 
action that is 
uncomfortable for 
them, either by 
ending the scene 
or by diverting the 
action 
OR follows up with 
scene 
partner/teacher/co
ach afterward but 
not both. 
 

Student allows the 
action to continue 
during the scene 
without diversion and 
does not follow up with 
scene 
partner/teacher/coach 
afterward but shows 
acknowledgement of 
the issue. 
 
Student may join the 
character or further the 
“joke” inappropriately  
 

viewpoints 
 
Student does not 
acknowledge this 
as an issue and/or 
defends the 
character.  

Rubric  

Score Goal: 2  
2016 

Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 2 2 7 0 1 

 
Average 2016: 1.67 
% reaching goal :  66% 
 
2018 

Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 1 0 7 3 0 

 
Average 2018: 2.09 
% reaching goal : 91% 



Question 4: 
 
You are about to begin a round of monologues, and you ask for something that has been in the 
news lately. The audience suggests whether Muslim women wearing hijabs should be forced to 
remove them at airport check-points.....What do you do next? 
 
Goal: Use more than one appropriate technique for exploring assumptions and expressing 
viewpoints. 

1. Context: Improvisational monologues are short (1-2 min) true, personal stories that are 
not preplanned. It is like “The Moth” but without knowing what story you will tell ahead of 
time. Improvisers will ask the audience for something (“what is your favorite holiday?”) 
and then pull a story from their life that is related in some way. Suggestions are 
frequently yelled out, and there is a culture in improv of taking the first suggestion they 
can hear unless it isn’t usable.  

2. An improviser should be able to do any or all of the following 
a. Recognize problematic stereotypes and seek to avoid perpetuating them 
b. Avoid the suggestion if it is problematic for them and wait for the next one that 

may be more relatable 
c. “Bridge” the suggestion - meaning find a related topic that they may have more 

relationship to. (ex: a monologue about their last flight or travel experience)  
d. If they have direct experience, tell a story that is directly related to the suggestion 

 

4 -Demonstrates 
thorough, effective 
and/or sophisticated 
application of 
knowledge and skills. 

3 -Demonstrates 
comprehension 
and is able to 
apply essential 
knowledge and 
skill. 

2 -Basic 
application of 
knowledge and 
skills. 

1 -Limited application of 
knowledge and skills. 

0- No application 
of knowledge and 
skills or does not 
answer the 
question 

Student can name and 
use more than one 
appropriate technique 
for exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing viewpoints. 
 
 
 

Student can 
name and use an 
appropriate 
technique for 
exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing 
viewpoints. 
 
 

Student can name 
an appropriate 
technique for 
exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing 
viewpoints. 
However, the 
description of what 
they would do does 
not follow that 
technique. 
 

Student does not use 
appropriate technique 
for exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing viewpoints.  
 
 

Student does not 
use appropriate 
technique for 
exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing 
viewpoints 
 
Student does not 
acknowledge this 
as an issue  



Rubric 

Score Goal: 2 
2016 

Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 1 0 2 6 3 

 
Average 2016: 2.83 
 
% reaching goal : 91% 
 
2018  

Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 0 0 0 9 2 

 
Average 2018: 3.18 
 
% reaching goal: 100% 

Question 5 
You take the suggestion "Garden" and start a scene pushing a mower. Your scene partner joins 
you speaking in a thick Hispanic accent and tells you that you are cutting the lawn too quickly. 
What do you say next?  
 
Goal: Student modifies biased behavior, practices and language and evaluate different forms of 
creative and artistic expression, connecting personal responses to broader contexts. 

1. Context: The overarching rule of “yes, and” makes situations like this difficult, as 
improvisers struggle to acknowledge and honor their partner’s choices without becoming 
complicit in perpetuating stereotypes  they find problematic.  

2. An improviser should be able to employ  any or all of the following techniques: 
a. Recognize problematic stereotypes and seek to avoid perpetuating them 
b. Proceed with the scene without falling into stereotypes about socioeconomic 

status or culture by flipping the expectations 
c. Proceed with the scene by diverting the topic of discussion to interpersonal 

relationships or other things the characters have in common.  
d. Initiate a discussion with the player and/or the coach/teacher/director about the 

character.  



This conversation should include personal responses to the character as well 
discussion of what the portrayal might mean to those in the community. 
 
 

4 -Demonstrates 
thorough, effective 
and/or sophisticated 
application of 
knowledge and skills. 

3 -Demonstrates 
comprehension 
and is able to 
apply essential 
knowledge and 
skill. 

2 -Basic 
application of 
knowledge and 
skills. 

1 -Limited application of 
knowledge and skills. 

0- No application 
of knowledge and 
skills or does not 
answer the 
question 

Student can evaluate 
different forms of 
creative and artistic 
expression, connecting 
personal responses to 
broader contexts. 
 
Student replies  by 
ending the scene or by 
diverting the action or 
amending problematic 
stereotypes. 
 
Student shows 
sophisticated 
understanding of the 
issue 
 
Student appropriately 
follows up with scene 
partner and/or 
teacher/coach 
afterwards and 
demonstrates 
compassion for the 
player. 

Student can 
evaluate different 
forms of creative 
and artistic 
expression, 
connecting 
personal 
responses to 
broader contexts. 
 
Student replies 
either by ending 
the scene, by 
diverting the 
action,or 
amending 
problematic 
stereotypes. 
 
Student 
appropriately 
follows up with 
scene 
partner/teacher/co
ach afterwards 
 

Student can 
identify different 
forms of creative 
and artistic 
expression, 
connecting 
personal 
responses to 
broader contexts. 
 
Student replies by 
either by ending 
the scene, 
diverting the 
action, or 
recognizing 
problematic 
stereotypes. 
 
OR follows up with 
scene 
partner/teacher/co
ach afterward but 
not both. 
 
 
 

Student does not use 
appropriate technique 
for exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing viewpoints.  
 
Student replies without 
diversion and does not 
follow up with scene 
partner and/or 
teacher/coach afterward 
but shows 
acknowledgement of 
the issue. 
 
Student replies by 
joining the character or 
further the “joke” 
inappropriately  
 

Student does not 
use appropriate 
technique for 
exploring 
assumptions and 
expressing 
viewpoints 
 
Student does not 
acknowledge this 
as an issue and/or 
defends the 
character. 

Rubric  

Score Goal: 2 
2016 

Score 0 1 2 3 4 



# of students 0 2 9 0 1 

 
Average 2016: 2 
% reaching goal: 83% 
 
2018  

Score 0 1 2 3 4 

# of students 1 1 7 2 0 

 
Average 2018: 1.9 
 
% reaching goal: 81% 






