
VT101 Critical Thinking Question for VT Assessment: GRADING RUBRIC 

You’re working as a CVT in a veterinary hospital located in a small town. You and a veterinary 
assistant start work at 7 AM to take care of hospitalized patients. The veterinarian usually arrives 
around 7:45 AM.  

On this particular day, a client with a seizuring dog shows up at 7:10 AM, before the veterinarian 
has arrived. The receptionist recognizes the client and lets him in. The dog is convulsing and 
non-responsive. The client reports that the seizure started 30 minutes ago and hasn’t stopped.  

You ask the receptionist to immediately call the veterinarian. The veterinarian doesn’t answer. 
You ask her to keep trying. 

You obtain a TPR (temperature, pulse, respiration). The dog’s rectal temperature is 106.0. You 
know this is the point at which damage to the brain and other organs starts to happen. You also 
know that if the dog continues to seizure, his temperature will keep going up, which will make 
the damage worse.  

The nearest hospital with a veterinarian on duty is an hour away. If you send the client there, 
with the dog still seizuring, you know that the dog will likely suffer catastrophic brain and organ 
damage and probably won’t survive. 

“He needs help!” the client says. “Can’t you do something?” 

You’ve worked enough seizure cases to know which treatments need to be done. You also know 
that the quicker treatment is started, the better the dog’s chances for surviving without permanent 
organ or brain damage. But the veterinarian still can’t be reached, and he isn’t due to arrive for 
another 30 minutes. 

1. Under the Oregon Veterinary Practice Act, which of the following actions can you legally 
take? (Assume that with the help of your veterinary assistant, you can successfully get 
them done). Circle ALL the options that you can legally perform. (4 points possible) 

a. (+/-) Talk to the client about the options of going to the hospital an hour away vs. 
waiting for your veterinarian, including your concerns about possible organ 
damage due to a longer delay in treatment. 0 points 

b. Perform a complete physical exam. + 2 points 

c. Take blood samples and start running lab tests. + 2 points 

d. Based on the lab results, diagnose the dog with liver failure. Minus 2 points 

e. (+/-) Place an intravenous catheter. 0 points 

f. (+/-) Apply alcohol to the dog’s footpads and pinnae to cool him down. 0 points 



g. Administer medication intravenously to immediately stop the seizure. Minus 2 
points 

Summary for Question 1: 
• For full credit (4 points), students must list b. and c. (+ 2 points 

each) 
• If d. and/or g. are listed, penalty of minus 2 points each. 
• If a., e., and/or f. are listed, no penalty. 

2. If there are any actions listed above that you are NOT legally allowed to perform, list the 
action and briefly explain why. (For example, if one of the actions listed was “h. Perform 
an exploratory surgery,” your answer here would be “h: CVTs are not allowed to perform 
surgery.”) (4 points possible) 

a. (+/-) Talk to the client about the options of going to the hospital an hour away vs. 
waiting for your veterinarian, including your concerns about possible organ 
damage due to a longer delay in treatment. At this point in their education, 
students may believe that discussing medical concerns with a client is the same as 
making a medical diagnosis.  
• If listed here and explanation is correct: 0 points.  
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: Minus 1 point. 

b. Perform a complete physical exam. Minus 2 points 

c. Take blood samples and start running lab tests. Minus 2 points 

d. Based on the lab results, diagnose the dog with liver failure. Not allowed 
because CVTs legally can’t make a diagnosis. 

• If listed here & explanation is correct: + 2 points 
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: + 1 point 

e. (+/-) Place an intravenous catheter. Students may believe that this is a prescribed 
treatment and not allowed.  

• If listed here & explanation is correct: 0 points.  
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: Minus 1 point. 

f. (+/-) Apply alcohol to the dog’s footpads and pinnae to cool him down. Students 
may believe that this is a prescribed treatment and not allowed.  

• If listed here and explanation is correct: 0 points.  
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: Minus 1 point. 

g. Administer medication intravenously to immediately stop the seizure. Not 
allowed because CVTs legally can’t prescribe a treatment. 

• If listed here and explanation is correct: + 2 points 
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: + 1 point 



Summary for Question 2: 
• For full credit (4 points), students must list d. and g. with correct explanations (+ 2 

points each). 
• If d. and/or g. are listed but the explanation is incorrect: + 1 point each. 

o Example: “g. Not allowed because CVTs legally can’t give IV injections.” 
This answer would score + 1 point. 

• If b. and/or c. are listed, penalty of minus 2 points each. 
• If a., e., and/or f. are listed with correct explanations, no penalty.  
• If a., e., and/or f. are listed with incorrect explanations, minus 1 point each. (If a 

student gives an explanation other than what is described above, but the 
explanation is reasonable, no penalty). 

o Example: “a. Not allowed because CVTs legally can’t talk to clients.” This 
answer would score minus 1 point. 

• If a., e., and/or f. are not listed, no penalty. 

3. Do you think any of the actions listed above fall into a “gray area”? If so, list the 
action(s) and briefly explain why you’re not sure whether it’s allowable. (4 points 
possible) 

a. (+/-) Talk to the client about the options of going to the hospital an hour 
away vs. waiting for your veterinarian, including your concerns about 
possible organ damage due to a longer delay in treatment.   
Students may believe that discussing medical concerns with a client is the 
same as making a medical diagnosis.  

• If listed here and explanation is correct: See below  
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: Minus 1 point. 

b. Perform a complete physical exam. Minus 2 points 

c. Take blood samples and start running lab tests. Minus 2 points 

d. Based on the lab results, diagnose the dog with liver failure. Minus 2 
points 

e. (+/-) Place an intravenous catheter. Students may believe that this is a 
prescribed treatment and not allowed.  

• If listed here and explanation is correct: See below  
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: Minus 1 point. 

f. (+/-) Apply alcohol to the dog’s footpads and pinnae to cool him down. 
Students may believe that this is a prescribed treatment and not allowed.  

• If listed here and explanation is correct: See below 
• If listed here but explanation is incorrect: Minus 1 point. 



g. Administer medication intravenously to immediately stop the seizure. 
Minus 2 points 

Summary for Question 3:  
• If b., c., d., or g. are listed: Penalty of minus 2 points each. 

• If any or all choices a., e., or f. are listed with a correct explanation, the 
students earns the maximum 4 points (regardless of how many of these 
choices are listed). 

• If a., e., and/or f. are listed but the explanation is incorrect, minus 1 point 
for each incorrect explanation. (If a student gives an explanation other than 
what is described above, but the explanation is reasonable, no penalty). 

o See example under Question 2, above. 

In Question 1, if a student chooses option d. and/or g. , AND/OR in Question 2, if a student 
does NOT choose option d. and/or g., then the student fails this assignment no matter what 
their overall score is. These 2 options are explicitly identified in the Oregon Veterinary Practice 
Act as illegal for Certified Veterinary Technicians to perform. If, as a CVT, the student were to 
perform either of these actions, they would risk sanction by the Oregon Veterinary Medical 
Examining Board up to and including suspension or loss of their state license.


