
Teaching the Oregon Veterinary Practice Act
VT 101

1. In the last 15-20 minutes of Lecture 1:
a. Introduce the OVPA: its purpose, the governmental body that maintains and

enforces it, the kinds of regulations it contains.

b. Hand out the individual assignment (due at the start of Lecture 2)

c. Direct the students to the OVPA online (link posted in D2L).

2. Lecture 2:
a. Collect the individual assignments. Answer any questions as appropriate (many

are likely to be answered by the students themselves as they complete today’s
activities).

b. Divide the class into 4 groups. Hand out the group assignment and go through
the instructions.

c. Allow 20-30 minutes for the groups to discuss the questions and develop their
initial responses.

d. Assign each group one of the simpler hypothetical scenarios (#1-4; see the
OVPA Scenarios document). Allow the groups 10 to 15 minutes to discuss their
scenario and answer the question(s).

e. Ask each group to present their scenario and conclusions to the class. If the rest
of the class has questions, have them direct their questions to the  presenting
group. If the discussion wanders off-topic, gently guide the students back to the
point under discussion. If students can’t answer a question on their own, ask
clarifying questions to help direct their reasoning.

f. Once the 4 initial cases have been discussed, assign Scenario 5 to each group.
Give the groups 20 to 30 minutes to discuss the scenario and answer the
questions. Then open the scenario to discussion by the entire class. If the
discussion wanders off-topic, gently guide the students back to the point under
discussion. If students can’t answer a question themselves, ask clarifying
questions to help direct their reasoning.

i. Pay particular attention to those actions that fall into “gray areas” in the
law. The goal is to help students develop critical thinking skills that
will help them navigate similar real-life scenarios in their careers.



g. Review with the class what they have learned about which activities the OVPA
clearly states CVTs are legally allowed / not allowed to perform, specifically:

i. What CVTs can legally do that veterinary assistants cannot;
ii. What DVMs can legally do that CVTs cannot.

h. Review with the class how they can assess the legality of activities that are not
clearly stated in the OVPA.

i. Review with the class what immediate supervision, direct supervision, and
indirect supervision mean and what each of these looks like in clinical practice.

j. At the end of class, collect the completed group assignments.


