
Scoring Instructions: Read the COSA on its own and complete Part I. Do your best to offer a 

rationale for the “score” chosen.  Then, make your way through the rubric in Part II and circle 
the language for each outcome that best describes what you think the COSA shows evidence 
of. 

Part I 
Passing COSA Writing strengths outweigh writing weaknesses.   

Passing with 
reservations COSA 

Writing strengths are about equal with writing weaknesses.  Student likely 
needs more work on _________.  
 

Failing COSA Writing weaknesses outweigh writing strengths.  The student would benefit 
from taking WR 121 again in order to develop __________.  

Explain:  

 

 

 

********************** 

Part II 
Outcome Exceeds Expectations/ 

Accomplished 

On Target/Proficient Beginning/ 
Developing 

Adapt the use of 
texts to different 
rhetorical purposes 

Writer exhibits consistent 
rhetorical control of the 
use of sources 
 
 

Writer uses sources 
strategically to adapt to 
different rhetorical 
purposes  

Writer exhibits some 
rhetorical control in the 
use of sources  
 
 

Writer uses sources for 
different rhetorical 
purposes (e.g., 
summary, critique, 
response, interpretation, 
synthesis, etc.) 

Writer uses sources with 
little rhetorical control, or 
with apparent 
misunderstanding of 
some sources 
 
 

Writer does not use 
sources for different 
rhetorical purposes 
 



Demonstrate the 
ability to make 
shifts in voice, tone, 
and formality 
according to 
rhetorical situation 

Writer purposefully 
adapts  linguistic 
strategies to different 
texts and audiences 
 
 

Successfully composes in 
different genres 
 

Writer demonstrates 
some ability to shift 
linguistic strategies 
according to text and 
audience  
 
 

Composes in different 
genres 
 

Writer applies similar 
linguistic strategies to all 
genres  
 

Use of linguistic 
strategies suggests a 
lack of awareness of 
different audiences  
 

Develop an 
evidence- 
based argument 

Writer appropriately 
develops claims through 
the use of evidence 
 
 

Writer’s ideas cohere 
around the development 
of an argument that 
matters 

Writer offers claims that 
are generally supported 
by evidence  
 

Writer’s ideas mostly 
cohere around the 
development of a 
controlling idea 

Writer offers claims that 
are mostly unsupported 
by evidence 
 

Writer’s ideas lack 
coherence 

Use organizational 
strategies to 
structure and 
communicate ideas 

 

Organizational strategies 
(including paragraph 
development and 
transitions) are 
consistently applied and 
enhance the 
communication of ideas  

Organizational strategies 
(including paragraph 
development and 
transitions) contribute to 
communication of ideas  

Organizational strategies 
(including paragraph 
development and 
transitions) detract from 
the reader’s ability to 
comprehend 

Use grammar and 
conventions to 
communicate 

Use of grammar 
enhances the reader’s 
ability to understand the 
writer’s idea 

Use of grammar and 
conventions 
communicates the 
writer’s ideas 

Use of grammar and 
conventions often 
detracts from the 
reader’s ability to 
understand the writer’s 
ideas 

Use citation 
conventions 
consistently to 
establish credibility 

Writing exhibits clear 
attribution and 
differentiation of ideas  
 
 

Writing includes mostly 
consistent in-text source 
citation 
 
 

Includes a correctly 
formatted Works Cited 
page 

Writing generally 
differentiates between 
the writer’s ideas and 
others’ ideas 
 
 

Use of citation is 
somewhat consistent 
 
 

Includes a Works Cited 

Writing exhibits confusion 
between the writer’s and 
others’ ideas  
 
 

Writing shows signs of 
plagiarism 
 
 

Does not include a 
Works Cited  

 

 


