
Comp/Lit Detailed Analysis: WR 121 Assessment  
 
N = 66 COSAs 
 
73% (n=48) Passing or Passing With Reservations 
27% (n=18) Not Passing 
 
26% (n=17) required a 3rd reader 
 
Percent of Beginning/Developing Scores by Outcome for all 148 judgments 
 

Outcome #1 had 40% Beginning/Developing Scores 
 Outcome #2 had 44% Beginning/Developing Scores 

Outcome #3 had 28% Beginning/Developing Scores 
 Outcome #4 had 29% Beginning/Developing Scores 
 Outcome #5 had 18% Beginning/Developing Scores 
 Outcome #6 had 35% Beginning/Developing Scores 
 
Associations between the individual outcomes and the holistic judgments… 
 

If you got a score of Beginning/Developing on Outcome #1 (adapting use of text to 
rhetorical situation), there was a 71% chance that you’d have a holistic score of Not 
Passing, a 29% chance you’d have score of Passing with Reservations, and a 0% 
chance that you would have a score of Passing. If you have a score of either On Target 
or Exceeds Expectations in this category, there was a 96% chance you would have a 
holistic score of Passing or Passing with Reservations. This suggests that the ability to 
adapt one’s use of texts to the rhetorical situation is strongly associated with holistic 
success, and the inability to do so is somewhat associated with holistic failure.  

 

If you got a score of Beginning/Developing on Outcome #2 (adapting other aspects of 
writing to rhetorical situation), there was a 56% chance that you’d have a holistic score 
of Not Passing, a 37% chance you’d have score of Passing with Reservations, and a 6% 
chance that you would have a score of Passing. If you have a score of either On Target 
or Exceeds Expectations in this category, there was a 90% chance you would have a 
holistic score of Passing or Passing with Reservations. This suggests that the ability to 
adapt writing to a rhetorical situation is strongly associated with holistic success, but the 
inability to do so is less strongly associated with failure. 

 

If you got a score of Beginning/Developing on Outcome #3 (argument), there was a 71% 
chance that you’d have a holistic score of Not Passing, a 29% chance you’d have score 
of Passing with Reservations, and a 0% chance that you would have a score of Passing. 
If you have a score of either On Target or Exceeds Expectations in this category, there 
was a 85% chance you would have a holistic score of Passing or Passing with 
Reservations. This suggests that the ability to support a claim with evidence could be a 
determining factor in the holistic score. 

 



If you got a score of Beginning/Developing on Outcome #4 (organization), there was a 
53% chance that you’d have a holistic score of Not Passing, a 44% chance you’d have 
score of Passing with Reservations, and a 2% chance that you would have a score of 
Passing. If you have a score of either On Target or Exceeds Expectations in this 
category, there was a 78% chance you would have a holistic score of Passing or 
Passing with Reservations.  

 

If you got a score of Beginning/Developing on Outcome #5 (conventions), there was a 
52% chance that you’d have a holistic score of Not Passing, a 44% chance you’d have 
score of Passing with Reservations, and a 4% chance that you would have a score of 
Passing. If you have a score of either On Target or Exceeds Expectations in this 
category, there was a 75% chance you would have a holistic score of Passing or 
Passing with Reservations. This suggests that students with Beginning/Developing 
understanding of conventions may be marginally successful in the holistic scoring, but 
that there’s still a substantial portion of papers (25%) with on-target grammar and 
conventions that are not holistically successful.  In other words, conventional writing 
seems to be not entirely necessary at this level, and also not necessarily enough on its 
own. 

 

If you got a score of Beginning/Developing on Outcome #6 (citation), there was a 63% 
chance that you’d have a holistic score of Not Passing, a 36% chance you’d have score 
of Passing with Reservations, and a 0% chance that you would have a score of Passing. 
If you have a score of either On Target or Exceeds Expectations in this category, there 
was an 87% chance you would have a holistic score of Passing or Passing with 
Reservations. This suggests that citation could be an important factor in the holistic 
scoring. 
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